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Subject: protest following the deaths of Turkish citizens Helin Bölek, Mustafa Koçak and İbrahim Gökçek 

 

 

Rome, May 11, 2020 

 

Honourable Ambassador, 

 

On behalf of the Partito Comunista Italiano and the Fronte Popolare, Italian political organisations 

firmly committed to supporting the peoples' struggles for freedom, social justice and genuine democracy, 

we hereby express our horror and outrage at the death of the Turkish citizens Helin Bölek, Mustafa Koçak 

and İbrahim Gökçek, two of them members of the Grup Yorum musical complex. They died in recent weeks 

as a result of the consequences of a prolonged hunger strike. 

The three undertook their protest, taking it to its extreme consequences, in defence of freedom of 

expression and thought, and to claim the legal assurances necessary for his defense. In particular, since its 

foundation in 1985, the Grup Yorum has been persecuted on several occasions by the authorities of your 

country. In recent years, many members of the group have suffered from imprisonment on accusations of 

"terrorism", corroborated only by testimonies upon which acquisition burdens the suspicion of 

fundamental human rights violations. The heavy sentences inflicted, which include life imprisonment, are 

the result of procedures that lack the necessary and universally recognised minimum criteria of a fair trial. 

The deaths of Helin Bölek, Mustafa Koçak and İbrahim Gökçek add up to the severe number of 

brutalities and authoritarian actions exerted by your Government against the communities settled in the 
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territories of the Turkish state, as well as against political opponents and militants fighting for social justice, 

solidarity and human rights. Those deaths express an unequivocal and radical condemnation of President 

Erdoğan's policy, which on several occasions has been at the centre of significant controversies for its 

disregard of the international law, as in the cases of Turkish armed intervention in Syria and Libya. 

About Grup Yorum, we consider the opening of your Government to the organisation of a concert 

on July 3 to be insufficient. It is intolerable for any of those throughout the world who fight for justice and 

human dignity to passively witness the profound denial of freedom to which this musical band is subjected. 

We, therefore, demand an end to the imprisonment for Grup Yorum, and full freedom to its 

members. We urge the end to the repression of dissent by your Government.  

By renewing our solidarity with those who are still pursuing, in the same way as Helin, Mustafa and 

İbrahim, their indispensable fight, we once again stand shoulder to shoulder with the opposition forces 

that, throughout the territory of the Turkish state, organise the resistance against the Government's 

authoritarianism. 

Turkey is a nation with a great past and an extraordinary culture, to whose people we address our 

expression of respect and internationalist solidarity. Precisely because of these feelings, we will evaluate all 

the legal forms of action to concretely back Grup Yorum, as well as the left and communist forces active in 

your country, in the struggle to overcome the gloomy historical parenthesis represented by the Erdoğan 

government. It is our responsibility to denounce the disregard for the most human rights, even on this 

occasion, expressed by the Government of a State member of the Council of Europe. Therefore, we will 

cooperate in every initiative to put pressure on the supranational institutions to stop being silent in the 

face of brutality and abuse. 

Confident that you will wish to transmit the contents of this letter to the authorities of your 

country, we offer you 

 

Best regards, 

 

Mauro ALBORESI 
 

National Secretary 
Italian Communist Party 

Alessio ARENA 
 

Central Secretary 
People's Front 

 


